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Wh  e r e  W e  A r e

IMB is located in the city of Mainz, a charming, 
open-minded city that dates back 2,000 years to 
Roman times and still has a historic centre with 
a magnificent medieval cathedral. It was also 
here, in 1450, that Johannes Gutenberg invented 
modern book printing. The city is located at the 

confluence of two of the most important rivers 
in Germany, the Rhine and the Main, and has 
spectacular esplanades. Mainz is within easy 
reach of both cosmopolitan Frankfurt, with its 
famous opera house, avant-garde museums and 
glass-and-steel banking district, and the Rhine 

valley region with its castles, vineyards and nature 
reserves that offer great outdoor activities. With 
Frankfurt airport – one of the largest airports 
in Europe – only 25 minutes away, countless 
European and overseas destinations are within 
easy reach.

IMB is embedded in a strong and dynamic 
research environment. It is located within the leafy 
campus of the Johannes Gutenberg University, just 
west of Mainz city centre. With 10 departments, 
150 institutes and 38,000 students, Johannes 
Gutenberg University is one of the largest 
German universities. In biomedical research, 
the University has built strong, interdisciplinary 
centres dedicated to neuroscience, cardiovascular 
medicine, immunology and oncology.

The University Medical Centre, which is 
located near the main university campus, has a 
strong focus on clinical and translational research 
and has researchers who also work in close 
contact with IMB. In addition to the University, 
IMB has two Max Planck Institutes (the Max 
Planck Institute for Chemistry and the Max Planck 
Institute for Polymer Research) and Mainz’s 
University of Applied Sciences as immediate 
neighbours. 

Mainz is also surrounded by a number 
of towns and cities with extensive research 
activities. For instance, Frankfurt is only 35 km 
away and is home to Goethe University, which 
has a total of 38,000 students and 10 research 
institutes within the Biochemistry, Chemistry and 
Pharmacy Department alone. Furthermore, there 
are several Max Planck Institutes in Frankfurt 
(including the Max Planck Institute for Biophysics, 

the Max Planck Institute for Brain Research and 
the Ernst Strüngmann Institute for Cognitive 
Brain Research). In addition to Frankfurt, nearby 
Darmstadt is home to both a Technical University, 
whose Department of Biology has a focus on 
synthetic biology and the biology of stress 
responses, and a University of Applied Sciences 

that includes a focus on biotechnology. 
Furthermore, there is an extensive industry 

R&D presence, with, for example, the headquarters 
of Boehringer Ingelheim and the Merck Group 
both in close vicinity.

Research Environment
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Facts & figures

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD

IMB is very grateful to the 
following outstanding 
scientists for the insight, 
guidance and advice that 
THEY HAVE PROVIDED TO HELP 
US BECOME A WORLD-LEADING 
RESEARCH CENTRE.

Prof. Dr Rudolf Jaenisch

The Whitehead Institute for Biomedical  
Research, Cambridge, USA

Prof. Dr Renato Paro

Department of Biosystems Science and  
Engineering, Swiss Federal Institute of  
Technology, Basel, Switzerland

Prof. Dr Bradley Cairns

Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, USA

Prof. Dr Jörg Michaelis

Scientific Advisor to the Executive 
Committee of the Boehringer Ingelheim 
Foundation, Mainz, Germany

Prof. Dr Josef Jiricny

Institute of Molecular Cancer Research
University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland

Prof. Dr Ernst-Ludwig  
Winnacker

Secretary General, Human Frontier  
Science Program Organisation,  
Strasbourg, France

Prof. Dr Ingrid Grummt

German Cancer Research Centre DKFZ
Heidelberg, Germany
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Contact

campus map

Institute of Molecular Biology gGmbH
supported by the Boehringer Ingelheim Stiftung
Ackermannweg 4
55128 Mainz
Phone: 	 +49-6131-39-21501
Fax: 	 +49-6131-39-21521
www.imb.de
info@imb.de
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P u b l i sh  e d  b y
Institute of Molecular Biology gGmbH
 
E x e c u t i v e  e d i to  r s
Christof Niehrs and Ralf Dahm
 
C oo  r d i n at i o n
Christine Sweed, Rosalind Morley and Mary Montemayor
 
E d i to  r S
Rosalind Morley and Christine Sweed
 
L ayo  u t  &  d e s i g n
cala media
 
S c i e n t i f i c  f i g u r e s 
Courtesy of the respective Research Groups and Core Facilities
 
S taff    a n d  F u n d i n g  d ata
Courtesy of IMB Human Resources and Grants Office
 
Imag    e  c r e d i ts
IMB building (cover & inside cover, p2, 3, 45, 52, 54), portraits of Group Leaders and Core Facility Heads (p2, 4 – 44),
pictures of IMB researchers (p3, p49 – 50): Thomas Hartmann
Books & journals (p48 – 51): cala media. Students (p52, bottom): pkchai, www.shutterstock.com.
Students (p53, top): RyFlip, www.shutterstock.com. Students (p53, middle): Andresr, www.shutterstock.com.
Zebrafish (p56): Kazakov Maksim, www.istockphoto.com. Mainz (p58): frahaus, www.istockphoto.com.
Frankfurt (p58): beboy, www.shutterstock.com. Philosophicum JGU Mainz (p58): University of Mainz.
Images (p59): courtesy of SAB members. All other images: IMB archive.
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